GOING BOATING: Whittley Monterey

Finding the right boat is
not always that easy, despite
(or maybe because of) the
proliferation of craft
available. When the Ashley
family decided to buy a
boat, they were given good

advice and took the time to
discover exactly what suited
their requirements.

By Wayne Kampe
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IT WAS ON a hot January day nudging 36
degrees that I met the Ashley family and their
‘Whittley Monterey at Jacobs Well south of
Brisbane. We headed off to the Jumpinpin
area so I could chat with Ian and Tracey
while their two boys Lachlan (eight) and
Harrison (four) could have some fun

on the sand.

The Monterey is one of the most popular of
the Whittley stable, Many boaters find the 5.80
metre size just right for family use and it tows
and stows easily while lacking nothing in the
way of equipment or performance.

Ian and Tracey had an enjoyable if some-
what drawn-out time selecting their Monterey.
As lan explained, a friend with long boatir

rience had recommended that they -
y consider exactly what they wanted to do
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There would t room for
both weekend and over-night stays, along with
plenty of shade for sunny days on and
off the craft had to be easy so that the boys
could leave the boat without fuss to fish or
play from a beach. Some water sports for the
youngsters would be on the cards, as would be:
some fishing.

For Ian it also came down to ergonomics
and the driving position would need sufficient
adjustment to accommodate his 187 cm
frame. In short, they required a boat just like
the Whittley Monterey that their friends .
owned.
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GOING BOATING: Whittley Monterey

ABOVE: The cabin has everything needed for
overnighting, and makes a good play area for the
boys through the day.

ABOVE: Tracey and lan spent some time looking
- for a boat that was exactly what they wanted.

little over 4,000 rpm.

lan explained that a full throttle speed of 38
knots (70 kph) was there if they needed it but,
whilst that was a comforting factor, he saw lit-
tle need to travel that quickly with the young-
sters aboard, Ian added that he liked the
Whittley’s driving position - there is heaps of
room for him thanks to the good range of
adjustment on the driver’s seat and he finds
the instrument panel very easy to monitor.

Like many trailer boat owners, lan and
Tracey had also done their bit to make their
own home-away-from-home just that bit more
personal. Insect screens were made by Tracey
who told me: "I simply bought the netting
material, cut and formed it to shape and used
Velcro snaps to secure it in place. That keeps
insects out of the cockpit when we over-night
in summer.”

Similarly, Tracey had asked Ian to replace
the original wooden cabin door with a curtain.
She explained: “That works just as well and is
casier for us to manage with the boys aboard.”

Ian had also done some work. He said: “I
exchanged the original fuel gauge for a flow
meter style instrument for greater accuracy. |
needed a bait board for our fishing too, so |
have installed an extra large one to make
things easier for us. Also, I've installed a large
heavy-duty deep-cycle battery for the TV and
DVD player.”

80 Australian Power Boat April/May 2005

~The:Monterey has the pace to quickly reach each port of
~ call; and the ride to make the trip comfortable:

lan smiled as he told me he had installed
the latter 13 inch unit as an entertainment
centre for evervone. As both the power aerial
and player needed access to the deep-cycle
battery, he had installed a couple of extra
power outlets.

lan and Tracey showed another innovation
with their alternate use of the drop-down sec-
tion of the Whittley's storm cover. With the
clever use of a cross bar, a couple of props and
some bracing shock cords, the cover suddenly
transformed the whole of the rear of the craft
with a decent-sized awning.

Shade, so vital on our day at Jumpinpin, was
there for even the transom and boarding lad-
der area. Ian explained: "We can put a stern

anchor ashore on a sandy bank and the boys
can come and go as they please, under our
supervision, with an extra large shaded area
for them to sit in when they tire of the beach.”
[t's indeed a smart arrangement.

Moreton Bay forays

With the Monterey, the Ashleys have made a
few forays across Moreton Bay although, as lan
explained, such trips can be very weather
dominated and require just the right condi-
tions. Consequently, the Jumpinpin to
Southport area was their preferred aquatic
playground simply because of the vast number
of sheltered waterways and moorings available
at any stage of the tide. Boating with the fam-
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